I am writing as your constituent to urge you to call for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza. I have been deeply concerned by the positions taken by the former UK Government in response to the war in Gaza and its wider impact. The incoming UK government must demonstrate leadership to prevent atrocities and even greater mass loss of life. 
The war in Gaza has already killed over 38,000 people and a further 88,000 are reported injured. 1.7 million people have been displaced from their homes, with many having to relocate multiple times. The health system has been shattered, and over 90% of the population currently face high levels of acute food insecurity.  
I am also concerned by the impact the war is having on the Christian community in Gaza. This small community, which has been present in Gaza for over 1,600 years, plays an important role in the social fabric of Gaza but now faces an existential crisis. Many members of the community have been forced to flee by the war, as life has become unsustainable. With the loss of many young, educated leaders, the future of this community and its charitable organisations is deeply uncertain.  
To the north, the escalating conflict between Hezbollah and Israel increases the urgency of a Gaza ceasefire. The current hostilities on the border, while long simmering, are a direct result of the war in Gaza. A Gaza ceasefire will work to prevent a wider conflict and provide respite for communities impacted in both Northern Israel and Southern Lebanon. 
Prior to 7 October 2023 Lebanon was already host to the largest number of refugees per capita per square kilometre anywhere in the world. Since then, almost 97,000 people have been displaced from south Lebanon and swathes of agricultural land burned, affecting more than 30% of Lebanon’s agricultural output. Further violence would lead to greater food insecurity and a catastrophe for the civilian population of Lebanon. 
I urge you to use your new position to call on the UK government to take a new approach to the conflict in Gaza and on the Israel, Lebanon border.  
The new UK government must uphold its international responsibilities. Specifically, I ask you to call upon Britain’s political leaders to: 
· Demand an immediate and sustained ceasefire in Gaza. 
· Work to ensure the unconditional and immediate release of all Israeli hostages and Palestinians in arbitrary administrative detention. 
· Call for unfettered and immediate humanitarian access to Gaza and restored funding to UNRWA. 
· Reaffirm the UK’s commitment to fulfil its obligations under international law including respecting the decisions of the International Court of Justice and International Criminal Court. 
· Call for an end to the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, an end to the 16-year blockade of Gaza, and full rights to freedom of movement for all Palestinians. 
· Uphold Palestinians’ right to self-determination in any and all recovery plans for Gaza and any future peace negotiations.  
I hope you will take swift action to address these issues. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
